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The knight did not think much about it, and rode home
to his own house. But it chanced one evening that he supped
for his pleasure with his wife in the garden, and as he sat
there he heard a great twittering of sparrows, which had
quarrelled and were making it up again among themselves ;
it was all about a heap of threshed millet in a barn which some
of the sparrows had devoured against the will of the others,
and in the squabble one sparrow had been pecked to death.
All this the knight understood through the virtue of the root
which he had swallowed ; and his wife was surprised at the
close attention he paid to the dispute, and she desired that
he would tell her what the sparrows had said, since he had
listened so attentively to their chatter. The knight answered,
" I only looked at the sparrow which has now been worried
to death by the others, but what they meant by that is more
than I know." But the lady persisted in her inquiries even
more eagerly than before, and when she saw that he would
not confess the truth, she swore that she would not eat or
drink till he told her, and soon she fell sick and asked for
the last sacraments. At that the knight was much troubled.
Now it fell on a day that he sauntered dolefully in his
yard, and there he heard one cock say to another cock, " I
thought that we had a master, but now I see clearly that we
have none, for my master lets himself be bullied by his wife
to the top of her bent. As for her sickness, I know all about
it; for she devours two of my hens daily, and should her
sickness last only ten days more there will not be one solitary
hen left on the roost. If only my master were a man, he
would take a pair of stout cudgels and break them over her
back ; that would cure her, I warrant you." The knight
understood every word, and thinks he to himself, " Egad,
Fll take your advice." With that he rode out into the
country, and when he came into the wood he hews him two
stout cudgels and hies him home at evening, and goes to his
wife and begs her to get out of bed and sup with him. She
refused, and said testily that she would not eat. Then the
knight fairly lost his temper and whacked her without mercy
till he had broken the two cudgels across her back, but still
she would not sup with him. And when the cock heard her
shrieks, he came flying and looked on? and when he saw that